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 | Lincoln Meeting 11/12th Feb 2010
Notes*

In Attendance:

Kit Friend (from evening on 11th), Chair of Arts Group, UAL
Sean Rillo Raczka, Birkbeck

Kayleigh Turner, Lincoln

Emily Gough, Lincoln 

Paul Stewart, Lincoln

Hash Milhan, UCA

Lee Gavin, UCA

Dan Leigh, Bath Spa

Faye Taylor, Bath Spa

Alex Widdowson, Loughborough

Daniel Bower, Loughborough

Andrew Jones, Courtauld

Emily Redman, Borders College
Kerri Hutchinson, Heriot Watt University
Laurence McNaughton, Royal Northern College of Music (first Day only)
Aaron Porter, NUS VPHE

Day 1

Chair Absent for first session due to presentation at NALN/UKADIA conference on Emerging Workers Internship Report and effect on Widening Participation in Arts Education.
Session discussed fringe activities at NUS Conference. Arts Group (AG) resolved to plan a “pop up” exhibition with artwork from members displayed to highlight issues experience by Arts students. AG later auctioned Emily Gough (Lincoln), Lee Gavin (UCA) and Andrew Jones (Courtauld) to form working group to make this happen.

ACTION: Emily Gough, Lee Gavin & Andrew Jones to co-ordinate activity at NUS Annual Conference
AG Members attended Lincoln Town Takeover HE Funding debate. Chair challenged Parliamentary Candidates on the effects of STEM Funding on Arts Subjects. Note: no clear solution from any party to STEM issues.
Day 2
AG discussed “On the Ground” issues from members:

· Timetabling & Course Organization
Members discussed common issues with lack of organization in courses and poor administrative support.

· Feedback
Members discussed need for feedback to be legible, preferably available digitally/typed by tutors. It was felt this was not unreasonable for staff to be expected of in 21st Century. 
Members reported feedback can often be misleadingly positive, and needs to combine comments on strengths with points for development.
Good practice on the above noted from Aaron Porter, NUS VPHE, and UAL marking criteria projects.
Aaron Porter suggests students should set own learning outcomes
Action: Members to submit examples of feedback forms for circulation.

Action: Chair to discuss feedback forms with ADM-HEA Subject Centre.

· ALs/Visiting Lecturers
AG noted part-time staff continue to represent an issue for accessing teaching and reliability.
· Technicians
AG noted reliance of sector on exceptional technical staff posed issues when staff move on, often leaving courses floundering. Technical staff seem to generally be too few for numbers of students.
· Health & Safety
AG noted overly zealous Health & Safety legislation and application was barring practicalities of working in many courses. AG discussed whether a more common sense approach needed to be implemented with use of ladders, but that overly packed courses was the biggest safety risk. 
· IELTS
Members reported poor levels of English were preventing international students from properly engaging with courses and could constitute a safety risk when combined with use of machinery and tools on Arts Courses.
AG noted IELTS testing failed to present a good preparation for the manner of interaction required on Arts Courses.
Hash Milhan presented his analysis that many International Students have gone through English A-level or Diploma systems prior to studying in HE, and that many were good at “learning to pass tests” and that this might skew IELTS scores, leading to students being mislead over their preparedness for an Arts Degree.
AG notes a core issue for language accessibility was regional accents and colloquialisms. 
AG noted the curiously higher rates of acceptance for international applications vs. home student applications. Members suggested this could be due to pressure on HEIs need for funds rather than on basis of ability.
· International Scholarships
AG noted there were noticeably less International Scholarships available in the Arts compared to other subject areas.
ACTION: Chair to contact British Council Arts Division to query action on International Scholarship for UK Arts Education
· Part-Time Student Issues
Issues were felt with the prioritization of full time undergraduates with regards to accessing resources including workshops and technical staff.
AG noted lack of opportunities for Part-Time Students to interact with others.
AG noted ideal situation should be for Part-Time courses to have same quality, resources and charges as full time courses but Pro-rata basis related to units as per recommendations of NUS VPHE.
· Postgraduate study
Lack of centralized finance continues to be an issue.
“Career progression loans” are poor method of funding.
Access to loans is restricted and biased against the Arts.
Current finance support prevents Widening Participation at Postgrad level.
AG  discussed merits of funding Postgrad loans if it meant raising rates of interest on Undergraduate finance.
AG noted need for better advice and transparency in Postgrad finance options.
· Enterprise & Employability
AG noted that many members were seeing less enterprise-focus courses at risk or being closed.
There is a general feeling that professional practice modules and components could be improved.
Chair queried how well Arts modules were reflecting professional practice, eg “How many Fine Arts Students do a module on producing work to a commission?”
Elections
Lee Gavin of UCA and Alex Widdowson of Loughborough stood for election as Vice-Chair of the Arts Group. NUS VPHE Aaron Porter acted as returning officer and conducted voting by Single Transferrable Vote. Lee Gavin was elected in the first round.

ACTION: Lee Gavin to work with the Chair on the National Student Summit and continued development.
Motions to NUS Conference

Internships

Motion approved to be sent to NUS with minor modifications

ACTION: Executive to refine motion and send out to members with instructions for submission to NUS

STEM

AG Discussed issues relating to bias of funding being moved away from Arts Subjects to Science Technology Engineering & Maths (STEM) areas. AG resolved to make amendment to HE Zone report calling for NUS to lobby for specific funding for subjects fueling the creative sector

ACTION: Chair to liaise with NUS VPHE and propose amendments to HE Zone report to call for Creative Industries Education Funding allocation.
NUS Online Elections
Chair proposed group discuss possible revisions of NUS voting to move online with the intent of creating more accessible mechanisms for more students. Vice-Chair suggested  focus of discussion should be on Arts-specific areas of online activity. Chair agreed and updated group on Arts-specific activity ongoing as a result of AG collaboration with the NUS and Jotta. AG endorsed moves to create a national portfolio system and engage Arts students with the NUS through this. 

ACTION: Chair and AG to continue to work with NUS/Jotta to develop online platforms for engagement of Arts Students. 

NUS Arts Manifestos
Chair proposed to group the discussion of manifesto points for candidates in NUS elections to take note of when considering the “Arts Vote”. AG discussed and proposed the following as points candidates should be made aware of/champion:
· Supporting the value of Arts & Creative Subjects Generally

· Acting on Hidden Course Costs

· Engaging with Small & Specialist Institutions’ Unions

· Supporting SUs spread across multiple sites

· Supporting Mission Groups and related activity

· Supporting Arts Group’s work against exploitation of interns

ACTION: Chair to post on website for candidates to be able to view.

National Arts Student Summit Update
Chair updated group on progress of National Arts Student Summit development and continued collaboration with ADM-HEA. Group endorsed further progress. Chair called on group members to act as ambassadors for Summit to ensure meeting target of 100 delegates.

ACTION: Chair to make contact list available for AG Members to use

ACTION: AG Members to recruit delegates for Summit.
Thanks

The Chair thanked members for their attendance and continued championing of the group.

NUS VPHE acknowledged the work done by the Chair towards the group since its formation. 
Glossary

ADM-HEA – Art Design Media Subject Centre of the Higher Education Academy

NUS – National Union of Students

HE – Higher Education

AG – Arts Group

NALN – National Arts Learning Network

UKADIA – United Kingdom Arts and Design Institutions Association, a group of specialist arts and design institutions from across the UK
*Due to illness and other commitments several members of the executive were unable to attend and full minutes are not available.
